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“What satayagraha in these cases does is not to suppress reason but to free it from inertia
and to establish its sovereignty over prejudice hatred and other baser passion in other words,

if one may paradoxically put it, it does not enslave, it compets reason to be free.”
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“You must help all, not only a brother or sister but even an oppressor”
When asked how we can help an oppressor, he replied “By preventing him from his

oppression”™
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The more you respect your opponent as a person the more forcefully you can oppose his or
her wrong agenda.
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assured that even if there is only one among them who is pure as crystal, his sacrifice

suffices to achieve the end in view.
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We were a small group of ordinary people doing some rather extraordinary things in a
hurting part of the world, we had to strech ourselves and our capabilites to do these things,
that’s the only way we grow.
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“Nonviolent Action implants, by anticipation within the very process of change itself, the
values to which it will ultimately lead. Hence it does not sow peace by means of war. It does
not attempt to build up by tearing down” (Adlfo Prez Esquivel) 1980 Nobel peace

prizewinner.
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Nonviolence has been an age old favourite concept with .
spiritual seekers but it was the genius of Mahatma Gandhi,
who made nonviolence a powerful spiritual weapon to fight
injustice and bring about a revolutionary change in society.
He thus brought nonviolence from the Himalayan heights to
the ground level of ordinary people. It had always been a
successful instrument in the hands of prophets and spiritual
seekers but Gandhi made it into a people’s instrument which
can be used by ordinary human beings, even children, the aged
and especially by women. India’s freedom movement bears
testimony to the power of nonviolence, as an instrument of
the common man. The role played by Indian women, even the
illiterate ones, is a part of the glorious chapter of the history
of India’s freedom movement.

As the history of the weapons of violence can be traced from human fists to the nucler
bombs, nonviolence still needs more and more improvement and refinement. Mahatma
Gandhi’s movement can be taken as the staring point, but much more needs to be done both

in theory and practice of nonviolence, as humanity today is facing very difficult and complex
problems. The Bhoodanyajna movement initiated by Acharya Vinoba Bhave, the spiritual
- successor of Mahatma Gandhi, to solve the land problem of India, by invoking the power of

nonviolence, to give land to the tiller, has been an experiment to bring about a revolutionary
change in society by nonviolent means. With growing challenges, new experiments need to

be taken up, in various fields.

The Nobel laurate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the valiant fighter for democracy in Burma,
with her commitment to nonviolence anda life of suffering and sacrifice, has taken a step
ahead on the path of nonviolence. She deserves moral assistance from all those, who believe
in nonviolence, all over the world. The world has reached such a stage that we either sink or
swim together. We either work together to save the humanity or face the doom together.
Hence, suu Kyi’s battle is our battles; we cannot remain just spectators in this battle. We
have to put our heart and soul in it. Let us tell our friends in Burma, that nonviolence knows
no defeat. Violence can kill the adversary but nonviolence converts the adversary into a
friend. The future is ours, if we stick to nonviolence.

India, the land of Buddha and Gandhi, has got a special responsibility to play a proactive
role in this battle. The heart of the people of India is with her, but a lot needs to be done.
India can remain India, only by following Buddha and Gandhi.

Nimala Deshpande
Member of Parliament
(RAJYASABHA)

AB-98, Shahajahan Road, New Delhi-110011
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Archbishop Desmond Tu Tu’s message to DAASK

My dear sister, we greet you from India, where [ was receiving the Gandhi peace prize, and
I have dedicated it a little to people of South Africa and victims of Daffur, but especially I
dedicated it to you. We want to assure you and all the people of Burma that although it
don’t seen lightly, you will be free, because this is a moral Universe, and military dictators
of your land have already lost. Yes there have been a lot of suffering, but know that there
are many many people who support you. | spoke to the prime minister of [ndia, asking him
please to use your good offices to help the evolution of democracy of Burma. He assured
me that he had raised the issue of your self with military Junta, spoke to them on two
occasions and I’m very sorry that S.Africa voted against resolution in security council. |
upset and said to public that it is betrayal of our past. I'm sorry that we have done so. I'm
glad that countries like GHANA voted in favour and I am sure that we’ll win, you’ll win
and we’ll meet in Rangoon.
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Madam,
We are honored to present you this award for no Myanmarese has done more to achieve
honor Freedom and pride for all Myanmariese.

Your Utterances voice of “the truth force” that you so courageausly represent. The shackles
of oppression has not dimmed the fire that burn in you. You represent a light of hope in the
gloom of despair. An examplification of Courage, dignity and determination, we are sure
you will in your life time be able to redeem the pledge you have made to your mother land.

Victory be with you.

Jaihind,

On behalf of freedom loving people of India,
Ashok Ghosh

President )

Netaji Subhas Foundation, Kolkatta

19" March 2007

5



NAGLER wfogéwoddy &
— e g . N By

. ] Wi
o

£ 2 e

Mairead Corrigan Maguire
Nobel Peace Laureate 1976

My dear Sister Suu we admire and so much love you. People around the world

have been watching the sad events occurring in Burma last week. We are deeply

sad to hear that the peaceful protesters including Buddhist monks and other civilian
were killed by the state sponsored violence during the protest rally in the streets of

Rangoon. We watch the Buddhist monks leading the protest peacefully.

We are confident that nonviolence and courageous movement which you and your
people are processing will succeed the world is with you. According to our
experience the solution for deep routed problem can not be solved by military or
paramilitary forces action. The solution for Burmese problems can be reached

only by taking to each other on the negotiation table.
I want to convey a message. As the people you have suffered so much in your

painful journey. We want to see you released. We hope that it will happen soon in

near future.
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It is @ moral and political responsibility of the group who are ruling the country to
set free you and all other political prisoners and start reconciliations to bring

democracy human right and peace in Burma.

My dear Sister Suu keep your movement nonviolent and compassionate we also
want to see you and the people of Burma free. | Assure you, we are with you, world

is with you, you will win and we will meet in Rangoon very soon.

God bless you,

i
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T over the world, peoplo are Joarning that their

colloctive will does not need the backing of vielence, .g;tjuﬂz'ce a”]“’[m is a threat
as state-spensored cppression does. Lo justice evaryw/fm. I will not stand’ iﬂy
by when I
With a good constructive program, confrontation - #00 an unjust war taking place.

and obstruction may afmost become unnecessary;
without it even the most sffoctive nonviclent upris-
ings have seen their Jabors  go ﬁr next to :not&'nj.

Jz:rtin Luther K.z'ry, “1;
leatma E’tmzﬂﬁ
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